Czechoslovak diplomacy in USA
Czechoslovak Foreign Resistance Movement initially struggled to find a foothold. After early disputes, Edvard Beneš emerged as a clear leader. 
In relation to the USA, Czechoslovak exile politicians were in a difficult position. They represented a small country with rather insignificant influence in the fight against Fascism. Events around Munich in 1938 had significant response in US and after 15th of March 1939, Americans created favourable conditions for Czechoslovak embassy. American offices didn’t accept the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia and supported Czechoslovak diplomats, although rather cautiously. Vladimír Hurban, Czechoslovak envoy in Washington, refused to comply with the instructions from Prague, to hand over his agenda to Germans. Based on his instructions, administrators of his inferior offices acted likewise: general consulate in New York and Chicago, consulates in Cleveland and Pittsburgh, nine honorary consulates in the USA, three honorary consulates outside the United States (Cuba, Haiti and Dominican Republic), and two others on American continent, outside the jurisdiction of Washington legation (Costa Rica, Guatemala). Those offices were therefore able to continue their work and later significantly supported foreign resistance on American soil.
Americans officially stayed out of the Second World War for a long time, yet it was still possible to see their differing attitudes towards the participants of the conflict. They took reserved stance towards Czechoslovak foreign resistance, and certain difficulties were personally experienced by colonel General Staff Officer Oldřích Španiel, who arrived in the US in fall 1939. He later recalled that the Americans, given their then-existing neutrality, were cautious and displayed only a limited degree of tolerance.
Oldřich Španiel
Who was Oldřich Španiel and what mission brought him to the United States? He was one of the brothers of the well-known sculptor Otakar Španiel. Born on 11 February 1894 in Jaroměř in eastern Bohemia, he graduated from a teacher training college in Hradec Králové in 1913 and worked as a teacher before the war. In October 1914 he was drafted into the army, completed reserve officer training and was captured on the Eastern Front in Galicia in June 1915. While in captivity he joined the Czechoslovak volunteer forces and in August 1917 was assigned to the 8th Regiment of the Czechoslovak Legions in Russia. A month later he was sent to the Western Front in France, where he served in the 33rd Regiment of the Czechoslovak Legion in France. In May 1918 he was selected for a military mission to the United States, whose task was to recruit volunteers among compatriots for the Czechoslovak Legions. The mission cooperated with T. G. Masaryk and Czech expatriate organisations and remained in the USA until December 1918.
After the war and his return home, Španiel decided to remain in the army as a career officer. He completed advanced military training, became a staff officer and held a number of important posts. Several months after the occupation of Czechoslovakia he left the Protectorate, joined the foreign resistance and in the autumn of 1939 was sent to the United States, where he could draw both on his earlier stay in America and on his experience in military diplomacy.
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Španiel’s activities in America after 1939
At that time, the Czechoslovak authorities in exile viewed the United States mainly as a source of manpower for their foreign units. Recruiting volunteers overseas had been planned from the beginning of the war, and in September 1939 guidelines were issued for compiling lists of suitable compatriots. Shortly afterwards, Colonel Oldřich Španiel was sent to the USA to work on these lists and at the same time to oversee the organisation of volunteers in Canada. On 1 October 1939, Španiel was appointed representative of the Czechoslovak National Committee in New York, Montreal and Washington. However, because he represented a state that formally did not exist at the time, the Americans were slow to recognise his position and did so only two years later, in connection with the arrival of a US envoy to the Czechoslovak government-in-exile.
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